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Willielm Konrad Roentgen, the German physivist,
amnounced his discovery of the Xeruy In 1895,
Muellett, one of the fow men in the United States
cquipped to do researeh in this field, began ex-
periments to reproduee Roentgen’s results. He
hail reeently perfeeted o mereury pump eapiahle
of producing a high vacuum and in 1898 he sue-
ceeded in constructing one of the first praetieal
Xevay tubes made in Americn, Thereafter e
devoted much of his time to X-ray tube work, de-
veloping many tules, each an improvement over
its predecessor, whicl were extensively used in
the medieal profession, These included the first
water-cooled tube (1901-02) : the Piffard sarety
tube, the first N-ray proof tube (1904), which
beenme the standard tube for treatment; the Cor.
nell treatment tube (1906), and the Bellevue tube
(1907), the first N-ray tube for inlvrruph-rh-ss
transtormer, He also perfeeted the firgt mercury
switeh, which provided antomatie control of elee-

fric circuits.  As n result of his pioneering and
continuing efforts in this ficld Maehlett heenme
one of the world's largest manufacturers of Xeray
tubes and during the first Werld war he supplied
from 2000 to 3000 g year to the Entente allies,
He also manufactured thermos hottles and with
Dr. Isidor Clinton Rubin he perfeeted the Rubin
apparatus by which o woman’s fallopian tule ean
he dilated so that she wiay bear children, Tn his
ciarly experiments with Neray tubes Machlett ox-
wsed  himself continually  to the destructive
k-rn_\', thereby suffering the burns which wnlti-
mately cnused his death.” He roceived world-wide
recognition in 1936 when a monanient was erected
at the Roentgen institute, St. George's hospital,
Hamburg, Germany, and his name inseribed there-
on as one of the 160 heroie pioneers of eleven na-
tions who had snerificed their lives in researeh
on the Xerav. His work has heen further com-
memornted i the achievements of Maehlett
Luaboratories, Ine., founded by his son, Raymond
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R. Machletr, at Springdale, Conn., in 1931, Mach-
lett was o member of {he Masonic order and the
Liederkrunz Club of New York city. In religion
he was o Lutheran and in polities a Democrat,
He became a naturalized American eitizen in
1898, Serious and studious, onee he adopted an
iea he elung to it with inflexible determination
ad cournge,  Thys, through yvears of suffering
indueed by hiy pioncer seientific work, he con.
tinued his cfforts to serve bhuncadity,  He liked
howling, hunting und fishing, tthough musie,
vspeeinlly singing, provided Lis ehier relaxntion.
Machlett was married in N ew York city, Apr. 27,
1888, to Paula Anna, daughter of Joseph Hoering,
A wheelwright, of Neustadt, A ustreiag, amd had twe
children: Ella Clara, wh married Richard Wil-
liam Sehnier, and Raymond Rolert Machlott, He
died in Liverpool, Bnglund, June 1, 1926,
VANDERBILT, William Henry, financier and
railrond operator, waus born in New Brunswick,
N, May 8, 1821, son of Cornelius and Sophia
(Johnson) Vanderhilt. His first paternal Ameri.
vin ancestor of record was Jan Aertsen Van Der
Bilt, who came fram Bilt, or der Bilt, Irieslind,
Holland, about 1650 settling first in Flathush,
Long Islind, and later in Bergen, N.J, Frow him
the deseent was through Juacoly Janse and Mary
Van Der Viiet; Jacob and Neeltje Denyvse: Jaeoh
and Mary Sprague, and Cornelius and Phoebe
Hand, the grandparents of William H. Vander-
bilt. His father (q.v.) was the transportation
magnate, commonly known as Comimodore Vian-
derbilt. He was odueated at publie sehools in
New Brunswick and New York city and Columbia
grammar school in New York. ‘At the age of
eighteen lie becanie a clerk in the private banking
house of Drew, Robinson & Co., New York eity,
headed by Daniel Drew (g.v.). He advanced
rapidly but in 1842 his health failed and his fa-
ther, who had little faith in his business ability,
settled him on a 70-acre tract of unimproved land
near New Dorp, Staten Island, Within a short
time the farm was returning such a good incone
that he was able to raise a mortgage of $6000 nnd
inerease lis holdings to 330 acres, During the de-
pression of 1857 the 13-mile Staten Island rail-
road was forced into bankruptey and he was ap-
pointed its receiver. He began at once to show
Wis ability as a railrond exeentive and in two years
reorganized the road on a1 sound basis, pnid off all
clnims and, hy an independent ferry boat line,
connected it with New York city. He was then
clected president of the company. The road was
sold under foreclosure in 1872, ineorporated a
year later ds the Staten Island Railway Co. and
acquired at that time by the Baltimore & Ohio
Ruilroad Co. Meanwhile his father hiad come to
recogiize his ability, and when the Contmodore
hegan his railroad operntions William H. Vander-
Lilt hecame his prineipal adviser and lieutenant,
Elected vice president of the New York & Hirlem
Railroad Co, in 1863 and the Hudson River Rail-
rond Co. in 1865, he recommended the purehase of
the New York Central railroad, hecoming viep
president of the consolidnted New York Central
& Hudson River Railrond Co. in 1869, and e in-
sisted on the extension of the Vanderbilt system
to Chicago, resulting in the acquisition of the
Lake Shore & Michigan Southern, Michigan Cen-
tral and Canada Southern riailways.  He was
largely responsible for the huilding of the first
Grand Central terminal at 42nd street and Park
avenue in New York city, opened Oct. 8, 1871, and
he hind personal chiarge of the construetion of the
vars and arrangement of the schedules for the
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New York Central's celebrated “Fast Mail”
trains, which were placed in service, Sept. 14,
1875. These trains, operating on 1 26-Lour sehed.
ule between New York and Chiengo, were the
most ornate and spectacular Amerien had seen up
to that time and earvied the mails faster than they
had ever hefore heen transported over suel o dis.
tance. Painted in gleaming white, striped in huff
and resplendent with gold trimming and lettering,
they attracted much attention as they sped over
the rails linking the two cities. On the siduos of
cach car were emblizoned the words »Fust Mail,”
the illuminated shields of the 1.8, government
and the post office department. and the name of
the car, eneh named for the governor of one of
the stafes through which the railroad ran. Con-
gress having refused aid, the “Fast Mail™ was dis-
continued in 1876, Upon the douth of his father
in January 1877 e suceeeded to the presideney of
the New York Central & Hudson River Railroad
Co. und its controlled und afiilinted lines. He
proved to be an extraordinarily able railway ex.
ccutive and under his guidance the Vanderhilt
lines were expanded by many thousands of miles
and their properties greatly improved und despite
sueeessive rate wars with various competitors the
Vanderbilt system hecame one of the Litrgest and
most prosperous transportation enterprises in the
country,  Among the railronds brought within
the orbit of Vanderbilt control uid direetion dur-
ing this period were the Chicago & North West.
erng Cleveland, Columbus, Cineinnati & Indian-
apolis (“Big Four™); New York, Chicago & St.
Louis (“Nickel Plate'); Philadelphia & Reading;
Central Railroad of New Jersey, and the New
York, West Shore & Buffalo (later West Shore).
Through J. P, Morgan & Co, Vanderbilt sold
250,000 shares of his stock in the New York Cen-
tral to a British and American syndiente for
$30,000,000 in 1879. Later he sold more of lis
lioldings and in 1883 he resigned as president, hut
as chairman of the hoard continued to dominnte
the entire Vanderbilt railrond empire until the
hour of his death. At one time he also held the
controlling interest in the Western Union Tele-
graph Co. but he resigned as a director and sold
his stock in 1881, In 1882, in a newspaper inter-
view, in response to the question whether a cep-
tain New York Central train was run for the pub-
lie benefit, he made the famous remark, “The
publie be damned,” which was destined to plague
for years to come the heads of railway and other
great eapitalistic organizations. This expression,
however, uttered in a1 moment of extreme provocn-
tion, seems not to have been a true reflection of
Vanderhilt's opinion and poliey, as he strove ear-
nestly 1o create hnrmonious reintions bhetween the
New York Central and the publie it served, He
also sought to improve the company’s relations
with labor and when in the great railroad strike
of 1877 the New York Central cimployes, despite
Wage cuts, refused to participate, he distributed
$100,000 among them in appreciation of their loy-
alty. Under the terms of his father's will, Wil
liam H. Vanderbilt inherited the hulk of the Cam-
modore’s estate (leading to n notahle will contest)
and under his skillful management this estimated
F60,000,000 fortune grew to some $200,000,000, He
did not, however, seck wenlth for itself alone,
and there were many testimoninls to his ZeNeTosi-
ty oand publie spirit. Shartly before the collipse
of the hrokerage firm of Grant & Ward in May
1884 he loaned $150,000 to Gen, Ulyvsses S, Grant,
When Grant was unable to make repayment le
sent to Vanderbilt as seeurity his swords, modals,

gifts from foreign governments, it works and
the deeds to certain real estate, the return of
which was contimually refused hy Grant's family,
Finally Vanderbilt proposed that all the property
be restored to Mrs, Grant on condition tht it go
ta the National muscum in Washington, D0, gn
her death, and this arrngement was aeeepted just
before he died. e gave to Vanderhilt university
A total of FH00,000 including #10,000 to the library
ind F100,000 to the thealogival sehool, and in 1884
he donated $500,000 for Land wnd buildings to the
Callege of physicians und surgeons in New York
city, He also gave $30000 1, St. Burtholomew's
(Episcopal) Chureh, Now York city, of whiel he
Was o ovestrenan for twenty vears, and restored
the Moravian Chureli st New Darp, Staten Tshand,
where s purents i warshipped,  When the
Khedive of Egypt presented to the TS, govern-
ment in 1876 the obelisk known as Cleopatra’s
Needle e provided £#103,000 fyp jts transportation
and ereetion in Central park, New York eity, qe-
complished finally on Jan, 22, 1881, By the terms
of his will $1,000,000 was distributed to Protes-
tant Episcopnl missions, the YALC.AL, St, Luke's
hospital and the Metropolitan museum of art in
New York city, His New York residence, which
wis one of the show places of the city, housed
what wus considered to lu the Epest private col-
lection of paintings in existence. From his father
he inherited a love of horses and he owned a num-
her of famous race horses and some of the hest
trotters in the country, Vanderbilt was a man of
commanding presence and lad rugged, dominat-
ing personality, which was refined by mueh soeial
charm, He was nlways affable and gracious, nev-
er patronizing or discourteous, and was simple and
temperate in his tastes and habits, With these
quafitius he combined exactness, tact, swiftness
in deeision and action and great industry—iat-
tributes which made him in his own right one of
the foremost captains of industry of his gencra-
tion. He was married, Sept 28, 1840, to Maria
Louisa, danghter of Samuel Kissam, 1 Duteh Re-
form elergyman, of Brooklyn, N.Y,, and they had
nine children: Cornelius (q.v,) Margaret Louisa,
who married Elliott Fiteh Shepherd; Allen (died
in infaney); William Kissam (helow); Emily
Thorn, who married (1) William Douglas Sloane
(helow) and (2) Henry White (q.v.); Florence
Adele, who married Hamilton MeKown Twomblyv
(helow) ; Frederick Willizm (q.v.);: Eliza Osgood,
who married William Sewsrd Webh (q.ov.), and
George Washington Vanderhilt (q.v)  William
H. Vanderbilt died in New York city, Dee. 8, 1883,

VANDEREBILT, William Kissam, financier, was
horn at New Dorp, Staten Island, N.YL, Dee. 12,
1849, son of William Henry (above) and Maria
Louise (Kissam) Vanderbilt.  He was oduented
at loeal schools and in Gueneva, Switzerland, On
his return to New York city hie entered the oftice
of Charles €. Clarke, tredsurer of the Hudson
River railroad. There he learned hookkeeping
and progressed through various elerien grides
until lie was eapabie of filling positions of trust
and responsibility in conneetion swith the Vander-
hilt system.  He'was second viee president of the
New York Central & Hudsun River Ruilroad Co,
from 1877 to 1883, president of the New York,
Chieago & St Louis Ruilroad Co. from 1889 to
1898 and chairman of the bonrd of he Lake
Shore & Michigan Southern Railway Co. from
1583 ta 1898, He was also a direetor and one of
the getive heads of the AMichigan Central Ruil-
road Co.. New York Central Ruilrosd o, West
Shore Railroad Co., Pittshurgh & Luke Erie Rail-



